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Community Centre

The lease of the land upon which the
Centre stands officially expired on 29t
March 2012 and the Management Com-
mittee has been seeking a further lease
for the past 18 months. It is hoped that
a new long term lease, to include addi-
tional space for the proposed Multi Use
Games Area, will be secured by the turn
of the year. In the meantime the original
lease continues on a month to month
basis. During discussions with Fife
Council officers it emerged that, whilst the
original lease stresses that the building
“shall remain the property of the Tenants”
(North Queensferry Community Centre
Management Committee), Scottish law
dictates that ownership of any building on
leased land transfers to the landlord (Fife
Council) upon termination of the lease.
We are thus in a position of having to
lease (and possibly pay for) a building
built and largely funded by the community
of North Queensferry. Clearly, the Man-
agement Committee will continue to
press for the most advantageous out-

come. However, residents may wish to

make their feelings known to the Commu-
nity Council or their Fife Councillors.

At the AGM held on 20" September the
existing management committee (lain
Whyte, Jill

Brown, Brian Armstrong,
Christina McKenzie, Greta Dyce, Lucie
Macaulay, Leonard Gray, Danny Howie

and Tracy Macleod) were re-elected and

David Skivens was elected to the commit-

tee. With regret, lain Whyte stood down
as Chair due to conflicting pressures on

his time and the Committee wishes to
place on record its appreciation for his
leadership and wise council over the past

three years. Election of office bearers will
take place shortly.

The AGM also saw us bidding farewell to
our caretaker, Phil Rands, who has done
an invaluable and much appreciated job
over the past 10 years.

His relief, Pat
Murray, is now in post following a robust
recruitment process.

Brian Armstrong
Secretary, Management Committee

Church Fete
SATURDAY 3rd NOVEMBER

FROM 2pm to 4pm
CAKE & CANDY

JAMS * SWEETS * PLANTS and

PRODUCE

WHITE ELEPHANT * GIFTS *
TOMBOLA

BOOKS * CHRISTMAS CORNER *
HAMPER

CHILDREN'S LUCKY DIP * TOYS

ENTRY: Adult £2/Concession £1/
Child 60p

Includes afternoon tea/coffee/home
baking

Donations may be handed in to the
Church on Friday 2" November from
6.15 to 7.15, or on the morning of the
Fete from 10 to 12 noon.

Please note we cannot accept used
electrical goods, prams or bicycles,
Further info. call Janet 416734

WANTED
WEBMASTER

for
www.nght.org &
www.northqueensferrylighttower.com
Contact boydw@talktalk.net
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? < Queensferry Hotel
g " sykro#r 6:30pm - 9pm

%A‘dmisiion: £5.00 Includes glass
> .of sparkle on arrival, delicious

.mince pie and raffle entry
&
Stalls incluting artists,
pampering, photography, a
falulous array of boutique
si‘?gxp‘fping as well as a prize
draw.

For further information please see
northqueensferrygala@hotmail.com or
contact Ann Gordon on 07403667664
or Stacey Gray on 07795006932




Ferry Birds — May to September 2012

Despite the weather some of the summer visitors seem
to have had a successful breeding season. The
common terns on the derelict pier were the most
obvious. They first appeared in any number about the
20" of May and by the middle of June | counted at
least 80 adults. By mid July there were young birds
both on the pier and perched precariously on the rocks
on the shore adjacent to the pier. | counted at least 40
young there in late July. Numbers started dropping in
late August and they had left the pier completely by
the 4t of September. Other birds which seemed to do
well were a pair of swallows by the front door of a
house on Main Road which fledged at least one brood
and, considering the numbers of goldfinches flying
around both in North Queensferry and elsewhere in
Fife they had a very good season. Blackbirds | think
have done well, but | haven’t seen a song thrush in
the village for several months. Press reports suggest
that house sparrows and starlings are decreasing
in number. | think this is the case in the village for the
starlings, but there are plenty of house sparrows
around. They do, however, seem to have their
favourite places. Near Pierhead buildings is one spot
and near East Bay another. | estimated about 40 at
the former place on the 20 of July. The house
sparrows also seem to favour the bushes on the
railway embankment opposite the school.

Interesting sightings | have had in the last 4 months
have included up to 6 bar-tailed godwits which have
been busily feeding on the mud in West Bay. They
have joined the resident oystercatchers and the
returning redshanks in the bay. The redshanks
disappeared in the middle of April, but there were some
back at the beginning of July. The first | saw were a
few on the 6" and numbers slowly built up and now
there are between 30 and 40 in the bay. Whimbrels
were another wader | spotted. They have a very
characteristic call and it was this that alerted me to a
small group flying high over the lower village on the
10" of July and there was 1 in West Bay on the 9" and
10" of August. Whimbrels are smaller versions of the
curlew. They breed in small numbers in the north of
Scotland, particularly in The Shetlands on Fetlar. They
winter along the shores of West Africa and fly down
the North Sea coast in the late summer and autumn
calling in at good feeding areas to refuel for their
journey. A kingfisher was seen in West Bay at the
beginning of October and | saw a grey wagtail
(confusingly quite yellow) on the flat roofed station
building on the 8™ of October. It was accompanied by
about a dozen feral pigeons which were enjoying a
bath in the puddle on the roof. On the 14 of
September there was a red-throated diver not far
offshore from Port Laing and there was also one there
on the 9" and 10" of October. A grey heron has been
in West Bay fairly regularly and it seems to spend some
of its time on the rocky island just off the Railway pier.
Several shelducks were feeding in West Bay in June
and July but | again didn’t see any young and 2 mute
swans paid a brief visit to the bay on the 21st of

September. | have seen the peregrine falcons
occasionally through the summer with one interesting
sighting over the common tern colony on the derelict
pier. | was walking down the coastal path when the
noise from the terns changed. They were responding
to the presence of the peregrine flying overhead. It
didn’t attempt to catch anything and flew off towards
Cruicks Quarry. There are still ravens around. | saw
them at Carlingnose Point on the 11t July and the 17t
of August and also near the quarry on the 10 of
August. A good sighting on the 20t of July was a little
grebe feeding at least 1 young on Ferryhills Loch and
more recently a tawny owl was calling from the
woodland at Northcliffe on the 8" of October. Finally
the last of our summer visitors were probably a few
swallows feeding over the station on the 28" of
September.

In the autumn gannets are regularly seen offshore
from the coastal path. They appeared again this year
and | saw round about 50 flying around Inverkeithing
Bay on the 3™ and 14" of September. They were
accompanied this year by hundreds of guillemots.
These birds were scattered all over the sea, often in
pairs, which | discovered later were probably adult
males each in charge of a young bird. Guillemots are
flightless at this time as the males moult and regrow
their feathers and the young have not yet learned to
fly. 1 read later that thousands of guillemots had
appeared in the Forth Estuary and many had been
found dead on the strand line. These so called wrecks
happen every now and then as a consequence of bad
weather, poor feeding conditions or disease. There
was a happier outcome for a guillemot which some-
how ended up in the back yard of the Ferrybridge Hotel.
It was successfully caged overnight and when called
to the rescue | was able to launch it onto the sea at
the end of the Town Pier. It didn’t say thank you, but
after pecking my hand paddled off to sea apparently
non the worse for its experience.

The field gentians on the Carlingnose Point reserve
appeared again this year. | counted at least 50 plants
in August in the same place as last year. The lesser
meadow-rue and the dropwort also did well. The
annual cutting of the grassland will be done in the next
few weeks. This is done to ensure that the gorse does
not take over and the optimum conditions for these
rare plants are maintained.

The ivy around the village is now starting to flower and
provide sustenance for various insects such as hover
flies, wasps and bees. Most of these insects will not
make it through the winter, but provide our common
garden birds with food as they build up their reserves
to give themselves a better chance of survival. Any
wilder corners of your garden will also help by
sheltering slugs and snails for the blackbirds and
thrushes to feast on so please leave some places in
your garden untidy to give these denizens of damp
dark places a place to live.

Johin Done



A Forgotten Legacy ?

Maritime history over the centuries on the River
Forth is well documented but must never be forgot-
ten.

The North Queensferry Peninsula is enriched with
stories and tales about the ferries, naval and
merchant , and today cruise ships that have visited
- some for a while and some ending their working
lives in this area.

Every ship comes to the end of its useful life as time
and technology progress.

History records that the west side of the peninsula
offered the largest and best safe anchorage at St
Margaret's Hope with many thousands of ships
using the bay in the 19" century. This lead on to
one of the fundamental reasons why the Port of
Rosyth was built and the resulting naval use during
WW1 and WW2 and post war until 1996.

On the east side of the peninsula there is a different
story to record. Inverkeithing Bay was home for the
shipbreaking company T W Ward which specialised
in dismantling a wide cross section of ships making
up our maritime heritage. From the 1920’s onwards
many of our great ships entered the Forth to end
their days at Inverkeithing.
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The photograph of the Roll of Honour at the former
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Musical Steps

V7N

fun-filled & educational music classes
for babies, toddlers & pre-school children from 4 months
Tuesdays @
NORTH QUEENSFERRY COMMUNITY CENTRE
Toddler Troupe 9.45 ~ 10.25am
Baby Band 10.35 ~ 11.05am
For further information or to book a Taster class please
contact Inga on:

t: 0845 224 0613 e:inga.jack@musicalsteps.co.uk
www.musicalsteps.co.uk

Classes also held in Dunfermline, Crossford
& Duloch

T W Ward offices shows just a few of the naval and
mercantile ships dismantled.

The names of Rodney and Revenge conjure up
memories of WW2. The great days of the Atlantic
liners and the honour of the Blue Riband are
represented by the Mauretania, the pride of the
French fleet in the 1930’s.

The Homeric and the Olympic were the White Star
line’s successors to the Titanic. There were many
smaller and perhaps less well known ships but each
one was important in its own right having a history
to tell.

Shipbreaking at Inverkeithing ceased and passed
into history in the 1970’s but the story of recycling
metals continues to this day. Robertson Metals
occupies the former yard of T W Ward for handling
all scrap metals largely gathered from the east of
Scotland. This material is then exported to many
ports in western Europe to restart the manufacturing
cycle.

The Heritage Trust, with the help of Inverkeithing
History Society, hopes to continue the research into
this important part of our local maritime heritage.

If any reader is able to help the trust in its research
by having or knowing the location of any artefacts
from the great age of ship building and dismantling,
please contact through the website at www.nght.org

WRIGHTS LICENSED GROCER

Brock Street North Queensferry
01383 412055

general groceries ~ dairy products
confectionery ~ juice ~ morning rolls
toiletries ~ medicines ~ cards

newspapers & magazines
(magazine orders taken also)

cigarettes & tobacco
lottery tickets & scratch cards
SIM cards
ATM machine

Paypoint payment for electricity, gas, phone top
ups & other bill payments

dry cleaning service collection dates Tuesday
and Thursday

OPENING HOURS
Mon - Friday 7Zam-6pm
Saturday - 7.30am - 6pm
Sunday 8am - 4pm




Visitors from Ghana

The Committee had a few nail-biting days, at the
start of September, awaiting confirmation that visas
had been granted to Rev Gershon Agbi and Mrs
Esther Kandah. Gershon'’s visa was granted just a
few hours before his scheduled departure on 6%
September but Esther's was not. After strenuous
intervention from the Churches’ Head offices in
Ghana and Scotland, she was eventually able to
join us, on Tuesday the 11,

North Queensferry had a busy programme ready for
the two visitors. On Saturday the 8" there was a
well attended village ceilidh in the Community
Centre. Guests were entertained by piper, Dave
Neil and by Sophie Sullivan, Highland dancer.
Children from the school. Angus Colston, Sam
Trotter, Lewis Galloway & Jack Maclaurin, recited
Scottish poems. Accordionist, Jack Leask and
keyboard player Sandra Allan, played Scottish tunes
to listen and dance to. It was a great evening.

On Sunday there was a soup brunch held in the
Church after the service, after which Gershon was
taken on a trip to St. Andrews. The next day he
visited Falkland Palace. Esther joined us on the 11t

On Thursday 13" they joined with the congregations
of North Queensferry and Inverkeithing for the
induction of our new minister Rev Colin Alston and
experienced more traditional style of Church
building in Inverkeithing.

In view of the school element of our twinning, they
spent a day in North Queensferry School. They
talked to the classes about school and life in Ghana
and the children had prepared a special assembly
with African drumming, dancing and Scottish Poetry
and songs.

At the church service on Sunday 16" September

(which was Rev Colin Alston’s 15t service as our new
minister) the twinning agreement was signed. After
the service, Gershon and Esther were taken on a
sail to Inchcolm Island, for the annual Pilgrimage
organised by Aberdour Church. Their hosts found
out belatedly that Esther was terrified by water and
boats! She braved the water — and the rain and even
looked out the windows on the return sail.

Other events and outings included a trip to Loch
Lomond and Kilmartin Glen, a trip to the Falkirk
Wheel ( Esther was very impressed by the ingenuity
of that), a visit to Hopetoun House, and a guided
tour of the Scottish Parliament. They were also
taken on a tour of New College and the Assembly
Hall and of the old town in Edinburgh, to a Scotland
vs Macedonia Football Match, and to Culross. We
even managed to fit in a surprise Birthday Party for
Gershon..

Their last full day was spent at a Church of Scotland
Conference on ‘Twinnings’ and a farewell party,
hosted by Jan and Dougie
Short. We returned our
(exhausted) guests to the
airport on Friday 21st Sep-
tember. They found Scot-
land colder than they had
ever imagined but we hope §
that this was allayed by the
warmth of their welcome. §
One comment from our &%
visitors was that they were §§
impressed how we treas-
ured and cared for both our personal heirlooms and
our old buildings.

The committee would like to extend a huge thanks
to everyone who worked so hard, for their hospitality
to the visitors and for their enthusiasm and effort in
making the visit a success.

Coastal Rowing Club

The Rowing Club has been out rowing most
weekends over the summer on our 4-man rowing
skiff, "St Margaret's Hope" and even managed to
take part in a couple of races in regattas at South
Queensferry and Portobello. We've seen seals and
porpoises and nesting seabirds up-close on Inch-
garvie as well as keeping an eye on the arrival of
the caissons of the new bridge and casting the odd
mackerel line. We've had all ages

from 5 to 75 having a go and enjoying being out on
the water and looking at North Queensferry from a
new angle.

Our second skiff is just about finished, thanks to the
hard work of Frank Woods and a team of helpers
who have been sawing and glueing and sanding
and painting down at the shed at the Boat Club ever

since the first skiff was launched. We are hoping to
get "Ferry Sonnet" in the water and get practising
with our new "racing oars" right through the winter
before an official launch party in the spring.

If you'd like to find out more or come down and have
a go please get in touch at:

n.queensferrycoastalrowingclub@yahoo.com
or find us on Facebook.

Membership is open to anyone aged over 16 and
you don't have to have any experience or any
particular level of fitness. We are very family-friendly
and there is space for everyone from bird-watchers
to bacon-roll fans to budding Olympic athletes. Next
year we're hoping to organise a range of trips and
events including picnics on Inchcolm island and
competing at the inaugural World Skiff Champion-
ships in Ullapool in July.



Gala Committee

We may have had a week of wind and rain but it
didn’t deter the good folks of North Queensferry,
there was yet another huge turnout for both Gala
week and Gala day.

Many thanks to everyone who came along to
support us and take part this year. The committee
would also like to thank local businesses and
residents for their generous donations and sponsor-
ship, without which such an action packed week
could not take place. We implemented a few
changes to the running order for 2012, the record
number of entrants for the mid week Bridge Race
proved this was a big hit! The newly purchased
gazebo was used on Gala day to provide an
entertainment venue and a luxurious rain shelter.

Our AGM was held in August. We go forward into
2013 with a very enthusiastic committee. Ann
Gordon is now chairperson, joined by Hugh Clarke
as vice-chairperson, Nigel Carter as treasurer and
Linda Whiddett as secretary. Our committee meet-
ings are held in the Albert Hotel or the Queensferry
Hotel on the last Thursday of the month (see
facebook for updates), please feel free to come
along and join us. As always we are looking for
Friends of the Gala to help at the various fundraisers
and events throughout the year. Let us know if you
can help!!

,‘\

Our first fundraiser, a 80s Disco, was held at the
beginning of October. There was an overwhelming
array of fantastic costumes and a great night was
had by all who came along. There will be more of
these nights to come, perhaps a 70s theme???

Our annual children’s Halloween Party will take
place on the 28" October. It will be held in the
Community Centre from 4:30pm — 6:00pm. There
will be fancy dress and best pumpkin competitions
as well as all the usual spooky favourites. See you
there.....if you dare........ m

Following the phenomenal success of last year's
Christmas Fayre we are hosting another event at
the Queensferry Hotel on the 29" November.
Perfect for all your Christmas shopping needs, we
have a tantalising array of stalls confirmed. Please
see Facebook, s1 or a committee member for details
of ticket sales.

Gala week dates for 2013 have now been con-
firmed as 8"-15" June. Gala Day will be held on
Saturday 15" June 2013.

We welcome your feedback and input and encour-
age you to get in touch with us via email:
northqueensferrygala@hotmail.com, join us at a
meeting or like us on Facebook.

The Committee.

SI

View Examples Of Our Work And Customer
Testimonials Online

www.srjwindows.com

Tel: 01383 851951

Unit 5 & 6 Oakley Ind. Estate, Oakley, Dunfermline KY12 9QB



Walking Group

We have had some new walks and a few new walkers
this session and always have room for more. There are
still walks on our current programme if you'd like to come
along. For more information call Janet on 416734.

November 7 Airth, Pineapple — circular — 3 2 m
November 21  Fordell — various options
December 5 Letham Hill, Dalgety Bay — circular —3 m  NEW

December 19  Local Walk followed by Coffee and mince pies

\RED/ The Red Ci
Cl\ﬁ\l%\ e Red Cinema

North Queensferry’s Community Cinema

Leaflets with the details of the upcoming season of films have
been distributed around the village. Please come along and join
us for some fantastic films.

Thank you

The Dunfermline &
Inverkeithing RNLI fundras-
ers, in the door to door
collections in Dunfermline,
Limekilns, Inverkeithing and
North Queensferry, col-
lected a total of £5,642,37,
with  North  Queensferry
donating a total of £478.10.
Abig thank you to the village
from the committee, it was
greatly appreciated.

3D
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Lifeboats

Film and certificate Date Location
The Orphanage (15) 26th October 7pm NQ School
Ponyo (U) 24th November 1.30pm | I/k Civic Centre
Bad Santa (15) 21st December 7pm NQ School
Trainspotting (18) 25th January 7pm I’k Civic Centre
You've Been Trumped (pg) | 15th February 7pm I/k Civic Centre
Vote Matinee 16th February 1pm NQ School
(vote online)

Cinema Paradiso 15th March 7pm NQ School
Vote Night 28th March 7pm NQ School
(vote online)

Membership £20 for 8 films, non-members £4 (£2.50 concessions) per film

www.redcinema.org
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Room with a View Menu'’s will reflect weekly fish market
Forth View Hotel
Hawkcraig Point

Open:
Lunches 12 - 2.30pm Wednesday - Sunday

Aberdour :

Fife, KY3 0TZ Dinner from 6pm Wednesday - Saturday
Closed:

01383 860 402 Monday & Tuesday

Check out the website for sample menus and intormation:
www.roomwithaviewrestaurant.co.uk

Remembrance ‘
Sunday

This year’s annual Service of
Remembrance will be held at
the Village War Memorial on
Sunday 11th November, com-
mencing at 10:50 a.m. The
Salvation Army Band will play
for us and tea and coffee will
be available at the Albert
Hotel after the service.

This is very much a whole
community event, which has
been well supported in the
past and it is hoped that this
year will be no exception.
Should anyone wish to play
an individual role at the cere-
mony, perhaps to read the
Eulogy to the Fallen or to play
a lament, please contact
Brian Armstrong on 417429.
He can also acquire Remem-
brance Crosses, should any-
one wish to place one as a
personal tribute to an individ-
ual or an association.

Contributions
for the next issue

are to be with us by
Friday 11% January 2013
to
7 Carlingnose Park
E: mary@ferrynews.org.uk




Toddler & Baby Group

The North Queensferry Toddler & Baby Group meet
every Thursday morning in the Community Centre
from 9.30 - 11.15am (cost £1.50 per family). New
members are always welcome and as we have lots
planned in the run up to Christmas it's a good time
to come along. We have a good sized space for the
children to play in with an additional soft play area.
On the day children have snack and there is tea or
coffee aplenty for carers. For additional information
please contact a committee member.

Tracy MaclLeod, Chairperson (07946 295524)
Carole Egner , Secretary (417503)
Susanne Carter , Treasurer (07957 446875)

Village Coffee Group For MacMillan

The Coffee Group were part of the World’s Biggest
Coffee Morning in October and managed to raise
a magnificent £434 for the charity. We had 120
people including most of the primary school so it
was a very hectic morning. Thanks to everyone who

donated. The regular meetings continue on alter-
nate Wednesdays and we are happy to welcome
new-comers. Ring Chris on 413372 if you need to
be collected by car.

The Rev’d Colin Alston BMus BD BN RN

A native of Moffat, Dumfriesshire, Colin Alston,
recently inducted as minister of Inverkeithing and
North Queensferry Church of Scotland, has wide
experience of ministry around the world. He served
as an ordained missionary in Prince Edward Island,
Canada. After a number of years in Grantown-on-
Spey he was minister of Greyfriars-St Anne’s
Church of Scotland in Port of Spain, Trinidad. This
was followed by ministry in Hunter Baillie Memorial
Church and the Welsh Church, an inner city
Presbyterian Charge in Sydney, Australia. Mr Alston
has experience in AIDS and palliative care nursing
in Sydney and with the Royal Australian Air Force.

He is married to Carol-Anne Petherick formerly a
soloist with Opera Australia.

Votee of the elderly

VILLAGE SHOW RESULTS (Children’s Classes)

Adult results available in village notice boards and on

www.nqght.org.uk

LOCAL AREA First Second Third
CO-ORDINATION FIFE :’;?/g;?;a;h:nder C Timmins S Rankin C Timmins
A GUIDE FOR 13t0o 16 yrs F Watters F Watters F Watters
OLDER PEOPLE’ Arts & Crafts (all ages)
A “Kite” themed picture
FIEE EL BERLY Nursery G M Smith N Somerville E Whiddett
FORUM EXECUTIVE P1/P2 A Thynne J Van den Brack E Mclintyre
P2/P3 R Hunter E McLeod L McLachlan
P4 J Anderson R Campbell A Symes
P5 E Speed S Rahman-Shiff O Jones
P6 M Thomas no name no name
P7 A Colston R Hood no name
Crown E Brierton age 4 K Stirlingage 9 R Timmins age 9
General (7yrs & under)
Tray Garden M Thomas = P Jones M Timmins
E McGregor
‘Building bridges within the Jjl lReElcll B McGregor
communities of Fife’ Crispy Cakes B McGregor P Jones
Jubilee Biscuits M Timmins E Mclachlan
Top Hats B McGregor
information on Local Area Tray Garden S Trotter R Timmins
Co-ordination or other Fife Collage E McGregor C Ramponi O Jones
Elderly Forum Services Fairy Cakes S Rankin M Faulkner C Ramponi
Www_fife-e|der|y_org_uk Pancakes O Jones E McGregor R Timmins

St

FREE CONSULTATION ON ANY PROPERTY ISSUE )
Contact Adrian Neville on 01383 417 509 or adrian (@ 1st-architects.com
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