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Community Council 
Summer is over and the Community 
Council is again back meeting on the 
second Thursday of the month.  Like Fife 
Council we had a break in August and 
did not meet though we would have done 
if there had been any urgent business. 

On 10 September your councillors began 
the first of the 2015-2016 session. Our 
agenda held the usual topics: planning 
applications, reports from the community 
police, community groups, the community 
council's treasurer and a NQ councillor in 
which he advised that he was taking per-
sonal action to ensure that the Communi-
ty Council is able finally to erect a village 
Christmas tree. 

The poor state of many of the plants in 
the village tubs was noted. It seems that 
this was because nobody had thought to 
water them, during the long dry spell. 
That may not be a problem in the coming 
months, but if it is, it will be seen to. We 
also heard updates on the Pontoon plan-
ning application (which the Community 
Council had objected to in July) and 
which went to the District Planning Com-
mittee later in the month.   

The Summer appears to have been a 
very inactive time as there was nothing to 
report on the bridges and tourism other 
than the wonderful news, which we all 
knew, that the railway bridge is now a 
World Heritage Site. There was, howev-
er, nothing to report about the proposed 
Network Rail visitor centre. 

Our meeting in September was very var-
ied and interesting and made us realise 
how much goes on in the village.  We 
were told about such diverse events as 
the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway taking 
over the station for a weekend (19 and 
20 September) and proposals to com-
memorate on 20 June 2016, the death in 
1916 of Lt. G C O Paton at Port Laing.  
Scottish Natural Heritage gave us advice 
about the large number of ticks in the vil-
lage (a thermal imaging survey to assess 
numbers of deer in the village will take 
place in November 2015) and we were 
informed about a new management plan 
for the site of special scientific interest at 
St Margaret's Marsh which is looking for 
community involvement.  

There were nine members of the public 
at the meeting outnumbering councillors 
by 50%. It is fantastic that villagers are 

coming to the meetings, but it would be 
even better for the village if some villag-
ers were prepared to volunteer to be-
come councillors. 

For more information about the communi-
ty council and the latest draft minutes 
please look at www.nqcc.co.uk 

The next meeting of your community 
council is Thursday 12th November 2015 
at North Queensferry Community Centre 
at 7.30pm  

Championing the Forth 
Bridge…the sixth world herit-
age site in Scotland 

Not only has the Forth Bridge - a wonder 
of Victorian engineering - celebrated its 
125th anniversary in style, but it’s also 
made it on to the prestigious list of the 
most breath-taking sights in the world, 
becoming the sixth world heritage site in 
Scotland.   

A wonderful gateway to the Kingdom of 
Fife, the Forth Bridge is a unique and im-
pressive site which already attracts visi-

tors. With interest set to grow, the in-
creased level of tourism to the area will 
provide a huge economic boost to the 
whole of Fife. 

Fife Council  are looking for local pas-
sionate people to become part of a net-
work of Ambassadors to help champion 
the Forth Bridges and surrounding area. 
You may have a strong connection with 
the history of the Forth Bridge, or simply 
love sharing news and positive stories 
with others.  

Iconic, historic and dynamic, the specta-
cle of the Forth bridges is a wonder of the 
modern world. Who wouldn’t want to be 
part of sharing that story? 

If you’re interested, please contact John 
Murray by emailing john.murray-
EP@fife.gov.uk  

http://www.ferrynews.org.uk/
http://www.nqcc.co.uk/
mailto:john.murray-EP@fife.gov.uk
mailto:john.murray-EP@fife.gov.uk


Gala 

Is it really 4 months since Gala Week? This year 
was a resounding success, partially due to the glo-
rious weather for the events during the week (not 
so much on Gala day itself but that seems to be 
the norm these past few years) but also down to 
villagers taking part in the events as well as the 
hard work of the committee.  

There are so many people to thank;  from the bunt-
ing hangers – and the bunting repairers (due to the 
wind), the Friends of the Gala who stepped in to 
ensure that we had enough stewards for the cycle 
and running races to those who helped put up the 
marquee (and take it down). Once again the tea 
ladies did a sterling job – selling their wares as well 
as those that were kindly supplied by amateur but 
in no way amateurish bakers from around the vil-
lage.  

Gala day itself went extremely well despite the un-
seasonal weather but it didn’t dampen too many 
spirits. The Albert Hotel laid on a fabulous picnic 
bag for the children and there was plenty activities 
for young and old.  

Ann Gordon, stepped down as Chairperson at this 
year’s AGM and we are sorry to see her go as her 
input into the Gala has been immense. We did 
manage (just) to fill all the roles required to keep 
the Gala going but we do rely heavily on the sup-
port of the village. We are calling out again for peo-
ple to help for next year’s Gala as well as at fund-
raising events. If you don’t feel as though you can 
commit to being on the committee but would like to 
help or give input then we welcome your support.  
You can contact us via email northqueensferryga-
la@hotmail.com.  

The next main event we’d like your support for is 
the annual Christmas Fayre. This year we’ve had 
to move venue due to refurbishment at the 
Queensferry Hotel so we’re up at the Community 
Centre. Save the date (and your cash!) for the 
Thursday 12 November. Times are 6.30pm until 
9pm and there is an entrance fee of £5 for which 
you get a glass of fizz and a mince pie or short-
bread. Please note that all proceeds go to the Gala 
fund. Teas and coffee will also be available. 
Please buy your tickets in advance if possible as 
we need to gauge numbers – we don’t want to run 
out of the fizzy stuff! There will be over 30 tables 
selling wonderful Christmas gifts so it’s the ideal 
time to pick up some early Christmas presents.     

We really do hope you can join us.  

Toddlers Group 

The toddlers group meets most Thursdays at NQ 
Community centre between 9.30 – 11.15am. We 
are always pleased to see new faces and those 
that are visiting us after a bit of a break! All families 
are welcome, with children from newborn to pre-
school age. We provide a safe environment for 
your children to play, equally important is the 
adults corner where you can relax with a drink and 
have a chat. A £1.50 charge covers refreshments, 
including a snack for the children. 

Hope to see you there! 

Coming soon...…Halloween Party on 29th Octo-
ber and Santa Claus flies in to our Christmas 
party on 17th December. 

Everyone is very welcome!  

St Margaret’s Marsh 

Management and Steering Group. 

The new B981 takes us closer to the St Margaret’s 
Marsh, located between the new bridge approach, 
Port of Rosyth and the proposed Scarborough Muir 
Waterfront development.  The area has been des-
ignated by Scottish Natural Heritage as a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest.  It is important as the 
largest reed bed in the Firth of Forth providing hab-
itat for breeding birds such as sedge warbler and 
reed bunting.  The site also includes salt marsh, 
grassland and scrub habitat.  As recently as 1970 
there were open areas of water but levels have 
since dropped resulting in a decline in the condi-
tion of the marsh.  Installation of new sluices to im-
prove the irrigation of the marsh is nearly com-
plete.  Transport Scotland is now the owner of the 
land and a new management plan is being formu-
lated by Scottish Natural Heritage.  The area has 
potential for new footpaths but these need to be 

sympathetic to wildlife.  A Steering Group is being 
formed and there is an opportunity for representa-

tives from North Queensferry to attend to act as a 
link with the village.  Should you wish to take part, 
please contact either Lin Collis 
lin.collis@gmail.com or David Shields da-
vids@livingwater.org.uk  for a drawing of the pro-
posed works which can be sent by email. 

mailto:northqueensferrygala@hotmail.com
mailto:northqueensferrygala@hotmail.com
mailto:lin.collis@gmail.com
mailto:davids@livingwater.org.uk
mailto:davids@livingwater.org.uk


 

 

 

fun–filled & educational music & movement classes  
for babies, toddlers & pre-school children 

Tuesdays @ 
NORTH QUEENSFERRY COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Baby/Toddler Troupe 9.45 ~ 10.25am  
for children from 4 months ~ 3 years 

For further information or to book a Taster class please 
contact Inga on: 

t: 0845 224 0613  e:inga.jack@musicalsteps.co.uk 

www.musicalsteps.co.uk 
 

Classes also held weekly in  
Dunfermline and Duloch 

North Queensferry Celebrations 

Saturday 3 October 

If you had gone to the Marina on Saturday (3 Oc-
tober) you would have seen village residents  cele-
brating with North Queensferry Community Trust 
which has just been awarded a fifty year lease 
from Fife Council for the West Bay and Marina.  

In 2010 a community consultation on this area of 
the village identified clear support from village resi-
dents for a community run organisation to upgrade 
facilities for maritime activities and to improve the 
green space for everybody.  The North Queensfer-
ry Community Trust was formed with membership 
open to all adult residents of North Queensferry 
and a Trust Board was democratically elected from 
this membership.  

This celebration marks the fact that, with the sign-
ing of the lease, the Trust is finally in a position to 
begin putting into action plans to upgrade the area 
for all its users.  

This is good because it takes a valuable communi-
ty asset into the democratically accountable hands 
of village residents. 

This is good because:- 

 it allows, for the first time, long term stability 
of tenure for the Boat Club.  Together, the 
Trust and Boat Club can plan for future im-
provements. 

 it lets other community groups and users of 
the Marina to put forward ideas for sharing 
and using all the facilities.  

 it protects the area and its natural environ-
ment from commercial development and will 
allow villagers and users to decide and 
monitor any changes and improvements.  

 all income derived from the West Bay and 
Marina will be ploughed back into the area 
to improve the facility for all its users. 

The long term aims of the Trust are to revitalise 
the working harbour, to enhance community life by 
creating a hub for marine activities and events and 
to offer green space and leisure facilities to locals 
and visitors in a beautiful and historically important 
setting facing on to the World Heritage Site, the 
Forth Bridge. 

There were about eighty people at the marina 
looking at information and photos about the mari-
na's history, finding out about future plans, putting 
forward ideas for future events, such as a local 

market, and generally showing support. One per-
son remarked "It’s great to see the harbour busy 
and to find out about new opportunities for the ar-
ea", while a person who enjoys kayaking wel-
comed the chance of new storage space for his kit 
which would save him using his car.  

Taking over this lease puts North Queensferry at 
the heart of a growing movement across Scotland 
of local communities taking control of their vital 
land assets.  North Queensferry  

already owns its community centre and runs the 
railway station building and now the village is re-
sponsible for running its own harbour.  

For more details and trust membership please 

contact nq.community.trust@gmail.com  

'Food for thought - feeding ideas for the 

marina's future'  

http://www.musicalsteps.co.uk/
mailto:nq.comunity.trust@gmail.com


North Queensferry Twinning with 
Hohoe in Ghana 

Many readers will remember the article regarding 

the visit of Rev Hannah Ofori and Frederick 

Godsway from Hohoe in Ghana in September last 

year.  

Our journey of friendship and cultural exchange 

with our twinned community in Hohoe continues 

and on Sunday 4th October 2015, we made a vid-

eo recording of our Harvest church service which 

will be sent to them. At the same time, on the 

same day, they also recorded their service to send 

to us.  

As part of the continuing development of our rela-

tionship, it has been agreed by the Church of 

Scotland to support another visit from North 

Queensferry to Hohoe for two people from the vil-

lage. On this occasion it is planned that Rev Colin 

Alston and Anne Low will travel to Hohoe in Gha-

na in early April. As well as cementing our relation-

ships with the good people of Hohoe they will be 

able to see for themselves the renovation work 

carried out on the school after the storm in July 

2007, which destroyed several classrooms.  You 

may remember that the church, school and com-

munity raised £444 towards the repair of the 

school at that time. 

A visit by two from North Queensferry to Hohoe, 

because the flights are classified as charity flights, 

allows each traveller to carry 2 cases of 23Kgs. 

This provides an ideal opportunity to transport 

much needed items such as childrens and adults 

flip flops, football strips and shorts, summer tee 

shirts large and small, pens, pencils and note 

books. In addition, old laptop computers which are 

in working order and suitably cleared of personal 

data can also be sent. 

To facilitate the collection of such items suitcases 

are placed at the rear of the church and people 

are invited to drop their donated items into the 

cases after church on a Sunday. 

As part of a fundraising exercise for the visit a 

Sunday brunch is being planned for 31st Jan in the 

church at 12.30. Suitcases will be available for fill-

ing at that event. 

Should you wish any more information about any 

of the above please contact Douglas or Jan Short 

on 01383 416492. 

Dunfermline & Inverkeithing 

(Fundraising) Branch of 
the RNLI  

would like to extend their thanks to the village for 

their donations in the door-to-door collection in 

June, we collected £428.26.  In total  £5,206.33 

was donated from Dunfermline, Inverkeithing, 

Limekilns, North Queensferry, and Hillend .  Thank 

you 

Remembrance Sunday 

This year’s annual Service of 

Remembrance will be held at 

the Village War Memorial on 

Sunday 8th November, commencing at 1050 a.m.  

It is hoped that the Salvation Army Band will play 

for us and that tea and coffee will be available at 

the Albert Hotel after the service. 

This is very much a whole community event, which 

has been well supported in the past and it is 

hoped that this year will be no exception.  Should 

anyone wish to play an individual role at the cere-

mony, perhaps to read the Eulogy to the Fallen or 

to play a lament, please contact Brian Armstrong 

on 417429.  He can also acquire Remembrance 

Crosses, should anyone wish to place one as a 

personal tribute to an individual or an association. 



Ferry Birds –May to Sept 2015 

The redshanks in West Bay did their usual trick of 

disappearing in April and returning in July.  The 

first I saw back were on the 7th of July and there 

were 6 there on the 18th.  Last year the first I saw 

was on the 8th of July!  Other regular happenings 

include the eider ducks with young appearing in 

West Bay in June and I then saw groups of young 

with female chaperones fairly often in West Bay, 

Port Laing and Inverkeithing Inner Bay.  The gulls 

as usual took their toll, but I saw well grown young 

in various places locally and between Kinghorn 

and Kirkcaldy from the coastal path. I do a count 

every month along this bit of the coast and I count-

ed over 100 adults and at least 30 young there in 

June. 

The common terns again failed to nest on the 

Guvy pier.  I saw a few flying around the pier in 

May, but no breeding attempts were made.  This is 

the bad news but the good news is that Long Craig 

was home to many pairs and I counted about 100 

birds there in July.  There was great activity with 

adults arriving with a sand eel in their beaks in a 

continuous stream.  Some common terns also 

nested on the wooden pier in Inverkeithing Inner 

Bay.   Sandwich terns don’t usually nest on Long 

Craig, but they come into our area later in the sum-

mer to feed up before they fly off to Africa for the 

winter.  This year they turned up in the middle of 

July in good numbers in noisy groups often with an 

immature bird chasing an adult begging for food.  

The Sandwich terns stay around till later in the 

summer so the last common tern I saw was in 

Inverkeithing Inner Bay on the 25th of August while 

there were still Sandwich terns along the coast 

well into September. 

The highlight of the uncommon birds seen was a 

little egret in West Bay on the 14th of August. It 

was literally a flying visit as by the time the observ-

er had got his binoculars from his house it had 

gone!  Little egrets are small white members of 

the heron family and have invaded England from 

the continent over the last 30 years.  In the last 5 

years a few have been seen in Scotland regularly 

with Aberlady Bay being one of their favourite plac-

es. A whimbrel was also seen in West Bay on the 

same date. 

Other sightings of uncommon birds have included 

the peregrine falcon around the quarry on the 31st 

of July and a raven in the same place on the 18th 

of September.  Both these birds have bred in the 

quarry in recent years but are sometimes quite dif-

ficult to see. How the re-opening of the quarry af-

fects them remains to be seen. I saw a flock of kit-

tiwakes on the sea just east of the rail bridge on 

the 13th of August.  They drew attention to them-

selves by calling out their name!  Another autumn 

happening involves groups of gannets-mainly im-

mature birds- which circle round in Inverkeithing 

Bay. I have only seen this once this year. It was on 

the 8th of September when about 30 birds were 

flying round.    

Interesting sightings of our more familiar birds 

have included a few house martins feeding at the 

back of Port Laing on the 18th of June and a pair of 

mute swans in Inverkeithing Inner Bay with 5 well-

grown young in July.  On 3 occasions I have seen 

large disperse groups of swallows probably feed-

ing up prior to their migration to South Africa.  The 

first two were on the 14
th
and 18

th
 of September 

between Jamestown and the water tank field and 

the third was over St Margaret’s Marsh on the 28th. 

Another regular event this time of year is the chiff-

chaffs which start singing again. It is not as persis-

tent or as loud as in the spring and there was one 

at the north end of Port Laing on the 29th of Sep-

tember.  This was the same place where I heard 

my first chiffchaff this year at the end of March! 

The field gentians on the Carlingnose Point re-

serve reappeared this year.  There were at least 

100 plants on the reserve including several in the 

area at the top of the quarry.  Why this should hap-

pen this year after a complete absence last year is 

a bit of a mystery. The lesser meadow-rue was 

again abundant around the rocky knoll and other 

plants such as devils-bit scabious, kidney vetch 

and bloody cranesbill did well. The dropwort 

again didn’t show very well although there were 

several plants on Ferryhills. The annual cutting of 

the grassland at Carlingnose will be done in the 

next few weeks.  This is to ensure that the gorse 

does not take over and the optimum conditions for 

these rare plants are maintained. The plan is to cut 

back more of the hawthorn, gorse and cotoneas-

ter to enlarge the area of grassland to encourage 

the grassland plants even more.  

John Done  





Forth Bridge Hub  

Since July the team of Linn, Christine, Alicia and 
Danielle have been working hard welcoming visi-
tors and locals to North Queensferry train station 
café. Formerly known as Bridge the Gap it is now 
known as The Forth Bridge Hub and sells refresh-
ments, home baking, light lunches and homemade 
soup, as well as providing tourist information for 
the many tourists visiting the village . 

With the Forth Bridge receiving UNESCO World 
Heritage status earlier this year we believe that the 
station is the perfect location to welcome visitors to 
the village by public transport and help guide them 
around the various sites of interest as well as other 
local restaurants and cafés. Already we have wel-
comed visitors from Australia, Japan, America, 
Canada, India, Germany and of course from the 
home nations. The NQHT and the Fife Countryside 
Trust, and the Hub Team have also developed an 
app with St Andrews University for the village 
which is now available to download on Andriod 
and iOS. This will help guide guests around the 
village in a modern way and we are sure this will 
be a great help to guests over the next few years.  

As the winter months approach however we have 
taken the decision to close as of Monday 12th Oc-
tober and will re-open from March 2016, with a full 
program of events for following spring / summer 
season. As an example the most recent event held 
on the 19th September where visitors could experi-
ence a Darjeeling Himalayan railway while taking 
advantage of being able to experience the Forth 
Bridge from the top was a great success and we 
look forward to continuing with similar events next 
year.  

For further information on the Forth Bridge Hub or 
if you would like to hire the Station for an event 
please visit www.forthbridgehub.co.uk or check out 
our social media pages on twitter and facebook.  

Village Coffee Morning 

A big thank you to the Village Coffee Morning 
group for their kind donation of £56 towards the 
cost of producing the Ferry News. 

Coffee Morning Dates for the remainder 
of 2015 are:- 

October 28th 

November 11th 

November  25th 

December 9th  

Contributions for the next issue 

are to be with us by 

Friday 8th January 2016 

to 7 Carlingnose Park 

E: mary@ferrynews.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To book your appointment, please contact 

01383 829310 

www.dalgetybaychiropractic.co.uk 

Victoria Thompson DC, BSc 

Dalgety Bay Business Centre 

Ridge Way 

http://www.forthbridgehub.co.uk
mailto:mary@ferrynews.co.uk


NORTH QUEENSFERRY 

Meeting on the 4th Thursday of the month 

In NQ Church Hall at 7.15pm 

October 22nd - Louise Innes 
History of bicycles & cycling in Scotland 

November 26th - Ann Bain 
Christmas Flower Decorations 

All Welcome 

Info from: Anne Monteith - 01383 412365 

North Queensferry Parish  Church  
Autumn Fair    

Saturday 4th November 2015  

North Queensferry Church are holding their 

Autumn Fair on Saturday  4th November 

from 2 - 4pm .  

We will have the usual stalls; 

Cake and Candy, Gardening, Books, Toys, 

Gifts, Tombola, Raffle & Hamper 

and Teas, coffees & cakes. 

entrance £3.00 Adults £1.00 Concessions 

(includes cup of tea and home baking) 

COME ALONG AND DO SOME EARLY 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING! 

The hall will be open from 6.30pm - 7.30pm 0n Friday 
3rd and from 10.30am - 11.30am on Saturday 4th for 

donations.  
Volunteers needed to help out on Saturday afternoon -         

please come and join us!  
10% of proceeds go to Chegoria Hospital, Kenya 
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VILLAGE SHOW RESULTS (Children's Classes) 2015 

PHOTOGRAPHY    

Photo: own choice (12 yrs & under) M Foreman A Hansen T Bell 

ARTS & CRAFTS (all ages)    

“Meal on a paper plate” under 5 L Paterson E Somerville M Murray 

"Meal on a paper plate"  age 5 C Brierton A Fraser L Paisley 

"Meal on a paper plate"  age 6 S Hay J Anthony I Cameron 

"Meal on a paper plate"  age 7 J Baker N Somerville M Foreman 

"Meal on a paper plate"  age 8 A Thynne G Hay W Ihogise 

"Meal on a paper plate"  age 9 J MacLaurin J August L McLaclan 

"Meal on a paper plate"  age 10 Billie Jean Maddison Andrew 

"Meal on a paper plate"  age 11 Coco L Judd Ollie 

"Meal on a paper plate"  age 12+ A Crichton E McGrath Robbie 

CRESS SCHOOL (all ages)    

Age 5 E Humphrey B Muschamp J Howie 

Age 6 S Haigh E Iwcnlyman K Howie 

Age 7 N Somerville M Foreman T Bell 

Age 8 Katevin Marcy Louise 

Age 9 <no name> Andria Billie 

Age 10 Jennifer Gregor Lucy 

Age 11 Ross Iain Mackenzie 

GENERAL (7 YRS & UNDER)    

Tray or plate garden M Foreman   

Paper aeroplane B McGregor M Foreman J Howie 

Crispy Cakes J Howie N Somerville E Somerville 

Biscuits B McGregor M Foreman T Bell 

Marshmallow Top Hats N Somerville M Foreman E Somerville 

Cress S Haigh C Brierton K Howie 

Flowers you don’t grow in your garden M Foreman T Bell B McGregor 

Village Show Cup Winners 

The Bob Cubin Cup Isobel Patterson 

The Maureen Trotter Cup Sandra Hood 

The Jubilee Cup MacKenzie Foreman 


