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Ferry Birds — Sept 2018

The common birds in and around the
village seemed to have done quite
well this year. Eider ducks were
showing off their broods in West Bay.
| noted groups of about 20 young with
a few females there on the 6™ and
14" of July. The coastal path was the
best place to learn the songs of our
resident birds and summer Vvisitors
with the highlight being a lesser
whitethroat at Carlingnose on the 1°
of July.

As residents of the lower village will
know there were lots of terns in and
around West Bay this summer. The
noise was continuous and very loud.
There were both common and Sand-
wich terns present but | have been
told that those on Long Craig did not
breed very successfully. Apparently
workers on the Road Bridge made
noises which frightened the birds
which left their nests leaving their
eggs and chicks vulnerable to preda-
tion by gulls. Those nesting on the
dolphins were not so badly affected
probably because they were further
away from the bridge.

After a quiet spell in June and early
July | then had some good sightings
(or hearings). A few redshanks were
back in West Bay at the beginning of
July but it got more interesting later
that month with a whimbrel flying
over the station on the 16" with an-
other over The Brae in late August.
There were a few turnstone in West
Bay on the 9" and 20™ of that month
as well. In late September 2 black-
tailed godwit were feeding with the
redshank and curlew in West Bay.
These birds are intermediate in size
between redshank and curlew.
They have long straight bills and are
mainly autumn and winter visitors to

the muddy shore line of the Firth of
Forth. Other sightings include a pere-
grine falcon calling above The Brae
on the 26" of September with another
or the same the following day and a
raven near the rail bridge on the 4"
of October. Both these species have
bred in Cruicks Quarry, but | didn’t
see any breeding activity this year.

After a bonanza last year very few
field gentians flowered on Car-
lingnose Point reserve this year. A
few were found in the ground around
the rocky knoll. Dropwort appeared
again in the watertank field and was
also found on the reserve on the
steep bank above Carlingnose View.
There were a few plants near the
rocky knoll at Carlingnose as well.
The annual cutting of the grass on
the reserve has already been done
and gorse was painstakingly removed
from one side of the rocky knoll.
There is a possibility more mainte-
nance will be carried out later in the
year.

Finally why not take a walk round the
lower village and keep your eyes and
ears ready for some nature spotting.
Time your walk to coincide with the
tide starting to come into West Bay
and count the redshanks feeding on
the mud. | counted at least 35 re-
cently. They were accompanied by 3
or 4 curlews and several oyster-
catchers and a few turnstones
which feed on the rocky surrounds of
the bay and the piers rather than the
mud. Listen out for the pink-footed
geese flying over after their journey
from Iceland. Other winter visitors
such as redwings and fieldfares
should soon be here so check the ro-
wans and cotoneaster shrubs while
on the coastal path. Check the ivy for
insects on a sunny day as well.

Jehin Dene
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Heritage Trust
TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF WAITING ROOMS

Both Waiting Rooms are currently being redec-
orated, prior to the opening of an extensive
WW1 Centenary Exhibition. This will run
from mid-October to March 2019.

The official opening of the exhibition will be an-
nounced shortly on the Heritage Trust's web-
site, www.nght.org and Facebook page
"NorthQueensferryHeritageTrust".

The FBHC Gallery will be open daily as usual
from 8th October 2018.

There is no change to the availability of the
toilet facilities.

SUCCESSFUL VILLAGE SHOW

A short but very grateful thank you to all who
helped make this year's village show so suc-
cessful.

Particular thanks go to the many volunteers
who gave up their time preparing produce, or-
ganising, setting up and the myriad of things
needed to make it successful.

This year was a wee bit different due to the
MUGA opening, but that simply added to the
day. Perhaps next year, we can have a mini
sport's day to keep our young sports children
more involved?

Thank you - from the North Queensferry
Heritage Trust

NQ Baby and Toddler Group

North Queensferry Baby and Toddler Group
meets every Thursday from 9:30 until 11:30 in
the Community Centre. Tea, coffee and bis-
cuits (sometimes cake!) are available for par-
ents, grandparents and carers and a healthy
snack is provided each week for the children.
We are breastfeeding and bottle feeding
friendly. A contribution of £1.50 each week is
appreciated, but your first visit is free. As well
as toys, baby bouncers and push along vehi-
cles, we have a fantastic soft play with ball pit!
It would be lovely to see you there!

Pierhead Play Park - Update

The Project Group have been extremely active
over the past months in an effort to source
funding for the refurbishment of the Pierhead
Play Park. Equally important, is the participa-
tion of the community and we wish thank eve-
ryone for their support and encouragement.

To date we have received financial support
from BBC Scotland (through the Community
Council), the Church and the proceeds from
the recent Village Show (through the Heritage
Trust).

Our stall at the Village Show was a great suc-
cess and | would like to thank Diana Caldwell,
Laura McLean and Lyndsey Lannie for their
efforts on the day.

One of the many attractions was a competition
to "Name the Ship" as a ship will feature in the
new play park equipment.

The winning name will be carved onto the ship
and the winner invited along to the official
opening of the park.

We had a huge response to this competition
and the outright winner, chosen by the Group,
was unanimous.

So congratulations to Sophia & Charlotte
Haigh of Forthside Terrace, North Queensferry
for their submission of, "Ferry Belle" as the
name for the ship.

The Group hope to have the expected funding
in place by the end of this year, with construc-
tion commencing in Spring / Summer 2019.
However, there are various challenges on the
way, which could influence the schedule, so
we will keep you posted with updates.

We are currently developing a web site, which
will be linked to the existing web sites relating
to North Queensferry eg. Community Council,
Community Trust, Heritage Trust, Community
Centre etc. and this will be the best method of
keeping you abreast of developments.

Finally, a big THANK YOU, once again, for
your support. It's very much appreciated.


http://www.nqht.org/

NORTH QUEENSFERRY CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Charity No SCO07414

AUTUMN FAIR

JOIN US ON SATURDAY 3rd NOVEMBER AT 2PM

PLANTS CAKE and CANDY TOYS
GIFTS BOOKS JEWELLERY
TOMBOLA RAFFLE HAMPER

ENTRY DONATION : Adult £3 / Concessions £1
INCLUDES AFTERNOON TEA/COFFEE WITH HOME BAKING

Donations can be handed in to the Church on Friday 2nd November from 6:30pm to
7:00pm or on the morning of the Fete from 10:30am to 11:30am. Please note we cannot

accept used electrical goods, prams or bicycles. For further information contact Ann
tel. 01383 417734.

10 per cent of the proceeds will go to a local charity

Remembrance Service NORTH
The Remembrance Day Service on November

11" will be held in the Church at 9:45 am to be QUEENSFERRY

followed by the War Memorial Service com-

mencing at 10:55 sharp, conducted by the CH"-DRENS
Rev. Colin Alston. GALA
Carol singing around North COMMITTEE
Queensferry

After the success of last year’s trial event,
when we had 38 people at one point, it has
been suggested that we do it again in 2018.

If you can hold a note or play an instrument, or

merely just enjoy car-
ols then contact Ann; Sun::yni8g:lgecr:::)eerl;y2018

on 01383 417734. .
Once | know that - Community Centre
@ 6pm

people wish to go
ahead we can organ-
ise a practice and a - ALL WELCOME
date. ;
Come song and Join us. sham your vews, jon the Commiies or :'\.

rogister as 2 Friend of o Gala. X noods a commitioo fo an she Gal

ad & Commiioe needs membars, 0 PLEASE halp & you O

FREE Consultation

On any property issue

. Call today 01383 417 509
archltects adrian@ist-architects.com f1st-architects.com




Village Show 2018

Thank you to everyone: all the exhibitors,
both young and old, and all the helpers
whose tasks included moving tables, mak-
ing teas, selling raffle tickets and baking
. cakes. So many people helped to make
the annual Village Show a very enjoyable
occasion. This year the Show was held at
the Community Centre on Saturday 8 Sep-
| tember. It was a great success. The large
. turnout may have stemmed from the lack
of a Gala this year but a more likely reason
was the opening of the Multi Use Games
Area (MUGA) on the same afternoon. This meant more families from outwith the village visited
the Show when they came to watch their children play on the new MUGA pitches. The hungry
young participants and their accompanying families resulted in the Show selling a record num-
ber of teas, cakes and juice.

The Village Show displayed the usual exhibits ranging from pot plants to potted jam and chut-
ney — all from the village. The school’s entered a particularly bright and cheerful selection of
decorated jam jars along with many ‘Scotland’ posters showing great talent among the pupils.

The 2018 Show had a new section,
‘professional photography’, which exhibited
some interesting large prints. This year al-
so saw an enhanced local groups/activities
section publicising such diverse local activ-
ities as rowing and the children’s nursery.
The Village Gala had a successful stand
aimed at promoting/reviving  North
Queensferry’s annual children’s Gala and
the Play Park Group’s fundraising stand Foi il e e e
painted many overjoyed faces while at the same time substantially adding to the total Vlllage
Show outcome. Proceeds from the Show are going towards refurbishing Pierhead Play Park.

This year, Fiona George, as overall winner, was awarded the Bob Cubin Cup and the Maureen
Trotter Cup went to Richard Moore for his floral arrangement. Mckenzie Foreman received the
Queen’s Jubilee Cup as overall winner of the children’s section.

Home Baking

Photography: ‘Garry’s Photographs’.



Parking in Brock Street

There’s a parking problem in Brock Street and
it's not getting better. It has a number of caus-
es and it'll require a number of solutions.

At the bottom end, we have rail commuters
and school traffic. At the top, we have Com-
munity Centre and MUGA. A few thoughts on
each of those.

Commuters are coming here in part because
Inverkeithing is full. There, anyone who isn’t
up with the lark won'’t find a parking place with-
in a sensible walking distance of the station,
so some have worked out that parking in North
Queensferry is worth missing out on the trains
that don’t stop here.

A lot of the school traffic is temporary, with
kids being dropped off in the morning and
picked up later in the day.

Both the Community Centre and the MUGA
attract custom from outside the village. In par-
ticular, the Dog Training classes contribute
significantly to the Centre’s income.

So, what could be done. First and foremost, IF
YOU CAN WALK, THEN PLEASE DO
WALK. If you live in the village, you're fit and
well and the weather isn’'t too grim, a walk up
to the School or the Community Centre is a
chance for some extra exercise.

Second, if you're dropping someone off, do
you have to go to the Community Centre
door? Could you drop them off on the other
side of the playing field or even some way
down Brock Street?

Thirdly, if you do need to park up at the Cen-
tre, please try to maximise the number of cars
in the car park. It may be possible to get some
white lines to mark parking bays but they're
not there yet.

There's a Residents’ Parking scheme in In-
verkeithing but that's aimed at commuters by
allowing anyone to park for three hours with-
out a permit. There’s talk from time to time of
residents’-only parking restrictions but a few
moments thought yields lots of complications.

What about home care workers, for example?
Even at three hours, tradesmen can have
problems.

There are patches of grass that could be (and
perhaps already are in decent weather) used
for parking. Subject to finding the money,
those could be candidates for Grasscrete, the
concrete honeycombs that let cars sit on what
looks at first glance like straight grass.

There won’t be one answer to this. If you have
any thoughts, please let the Ferry News know
by phoning 01383 415022 or emailing
dave@ferrynews.org.uk

Postage Stamps

Thank you to everyone
who puts used postage
stamps into the envelope
at Wright's shop. Until now
these stamps were sent to
‘Hearing dogs for the Deaf
however the charity has
decided to stop collecting them. In future your
stamps will go to the Royal National Institute
for the Blind. Please see the website:
www.rnib.org.uk/donations-and-fundraising/

fundraising-your-community/stamps-appeal.

Your stamps provide charities with a valuable
means of fundraising. Thank you for continu-
ing to collect.

Ferry Property Maintenance Services

Building work and all types of maintenance
Building: concrete block, brick, stone, paving, slab,
underground drainage, channel drainage, landscaping.
Roofing: slate, tile, zinc, felt, lead work, flat roof
Guttering. cast iron, plastic, aluminium.
Roughcasting. dry, wet, lime.
Plaster boarding: wall, ceiling, plastering.
Woodwork: fencing, decking and more
Repair or new, no fob too small.

Fully registered and insured business
/ provide a maintenance service inside, outside and garden
Fixed rate, no VAT to be added, ask for free estimate.

For work requiring specialised trades, | bring in recommended
experienced tradesmen such as joiner, plumber, electrician,
blacksmith, tiler:

f Olivier James: Bullder
Mobile Phone: 07815029249

| Email: ferrypropertymaintenanceservices@outlook.com
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Community Council

In September the duties of all Fife community
councillors came to an end with the expiry of
the term of the old Community Council. In the
succeeding elections there were fewer nomi-
nations than the number of places available,
so those who had put their name forward were
duly elected.

The new community council saw the return of
all of your community councillors, with the ex-
ception of Peter Selbie who has retired. Thank
you, Peter for all your good work with the
council over the last four years.

Your community councillors are :- Donna Bev-
eridge, Lin Collis, Bruce Finlayson, Mary Fin-
layson, Sheila Foggon, Jim George, Christina
McKenzie, lain Mitchell and David Shields.

The inaugural meeting of the new four year
session of the community council took place
on 11 October 2018, when lain Mitchell was
elected as Chairman, Lin Collis as Vice-
Chairman, David Shields as Secretary and
Christina MacKenzie as Treasurer.

Following this meeting your community council
continued its work on issues which have need-
ed its attention over the last five months and
longer. Transport, both air and road, continue
as important, also frustrating, issues. Con-
cerns about the new flight paths remain: there
are now seven neighbouring community coun-

cils supporting North Queensferry’s actions.
You can obtain more information by logging
into the Edinburgh Noise Advisory Board web-
site http://www.eanab.org.uk/ and you can be-
come involved by:

Writing to MPs including the Green MSP
Mark Ruskell and publishing the letter on
the village Facebook page and the NQCC
Website.

Signing the online petition (started by a
member of the public in Dalgety Bay)
against approval of Edinburgh Airport’s ap-
plication. https://www.change.org/p/richard-
moriarty-refuse-edinburgh-airport-s-flight-
path-change-and-stop-flights-below-10k-
feet-over-w-fife

Road transport issues could be said to be in-
evitable in a small, village with a ‘dead-end’
road and next to a World Heritage site. Your
council is working hard to ensure the appropri-
ate bodies know of the worries and to follow
up and push for action. Current road transport
issues include: parking at the Pierhead turning
circle and at the school, bus routes which do
not take in Rosyth, the use of the Brae by un-
suitably large/long vehicles as well as such
vehicles being directed into the village by Sat.
Nav., speeding (not sticking to the 20mph
speed limit) throughout the village and dipping
cobbles at the War Memorial in Main Road.

Your council continues to lobby for a public

Contributions

for the next issue
are to be with us by

Friday 11" Jan 2019

to:
7 Carlingnose Park

E: mary@ferrynews.org.uk

NQHT Exhibition

November 3rd to 31st March 2019

Destination Forth - the surrender of the German
High Seas Fleet in the Firth of Forth - the last act of
WWwW1

We expect this exhibition to be popular as it
has many unseen footages of the Great War
and more information about the many ground-
breaking roles North Queensferry played. We
are also looking for more volunteers to super-
vise the exhibition for an hour or so during this
period and beyond if possible! We would like
to keep the main meeting room open but that
depends on having a sufficient number of vol-
unteers.

Thank Youl!


http://www.eanab.org.uk/
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Community Council cont.

toilet in the village but Fife Council’s lack of
funding seems to be the hurdle.

At a time of limited funding and action for
change it is good to get some positive news:
there is progress towards obtaining defibrilla-
tors for the village. The station defibrillator is in
place with full instructions for its use on the
case and planning permission has been ap-
plied for resuscitators at the Battery Road bus
stop and the marina. Please keep an eye out
for information about training courses in the
near future.

Finally your council has and will continue with
its usual responsibilities of assessing planning
applications, reporting and monitoring village
snags, such as the corroded traffic pole oppo-
site the Albert and the hole in the sea wall in
Battery Road, working with Fife Council and

Fife councillors to rationalise village grit bins,
consider seagull proof bins in Battery Road,
improving the steep slope between Mount
Hooly Terrace and the Brae and tidying up the
gravel area around St James Chapel.

If you have any issues which you would like
the community council to look at please do not
hesitate to contact one of the councillors listed
above or to email the Secretary: ngccsecre-
tary@livingwater.org.uk. Following the elec-
tions there remains one vacancy on the Com-
munity Council and we are always happy to
hear from anyone who would like to serve the
community by joining us.

For further information please look at the
minutes of meetings on our website
(www.ngcc.co.uk). Current (draft) minutes are
displayed on the village notice boards and at
the community centre.

Your Community Council meets at 7.30pm.on the second
Thursday of each month in the Community Centre

Everyone is welcome

Pilates Classes

SIMPLY
PILATES

8 week block booking £72. Booked in advance.
Suitable for all fitness levels. Small class numbers.

Class Timetahle

Monday 5.30-7.30pm 50 Rosebery Main Hall
Monday 7.40-8.40pm 50 Rosebery Main Hall
Tuesday 10.30-11.30am 50 Rosebery Small Hall
Tuesday 12.45-1.45pm Davidsons Mains Parish Church
Wednesday  10.00-11.00am Davidsons Mains Parish Church
Thursday 9.55-10.55am Dalgety Parish Church
Thursday 11.05-12.05pm Dalgety Parish Church

Friday 10.00-11.00am MO Community Centre

Contact: Amanda Johnstone

10 years Qualified & Experienced Mat Level 3 Instructor
Tel: 07787 321571
Email: amanda@simplypilates.org

Web: www.simplypilates.org

L.ocal
relationship
banking

At Handelsbanken relationship banking still lives up to its
name. You only ever deal with people you know by name
and decisions are made locally by us at the branch. Our
simple aim is to provide the best possible service to our
customers.

Jim Donnelly - Branch Manager
Tel: 01383 726067, Email: jado02@handelsbanken.co.uk

Handelsbanken
handelsbanken.co.uk/dunfermline

Handelsbanken is the trading name of Svenska Handelsbanken AB (publ). Registered
Office: Svenska Handelsbanken AB (publ), 3 Thomas More Square, London, EAW
1WY. Registered in England and Wales No, BR 000589. Incorporated in Sweden with
limited liability. Registered in Sweden No, 502007-7862. Head Office in Stockholm.
Authorised by the Swedish Financial Supervisory Authority (Finansinspektionen)
and the Prudential Regulation Authority and subject to limited regulation by the
Financial Conduct Authority and Prudential Regulation Authority. Details about the
extent of our authorisation and regulation by the Prudential Regulation Authority,
and regulation by the Financial Conduct Authority are available from us on request.
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