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The North Queensferry Gala is back for 2019 and we hope as many 
people as possible will join in the Gala week activities – there’s something for 
everyone!  

This year the week will run from Sunday 9
th
 of June to Saturday 15

th
 June - 

there will the usual events culminating in an activity packed Gala day on the 
15th. The Gala evening will be for over 18s and Sid’s Garage will be perform-
ing again due to popular demand.  Tickets are available at Wrights & Rankins. 

The theme for this year’s Gala has been chose by Primary Seven – so start 
planning your rafts, house decoration and costumes – its Disney vs Marvel!   

Will the Avengers sweep the board at the race or will it be more like Disney on 
Ice??  Make sure you come down to cheer them on and start planning your 
grand sandcastle designs now.      

We can’t guarantee the weather but fingers crossed June’s weather will be 
good for the Gala Week activities:    

Sunday 9th June (2.30pm):    Beach Party/Sandcastle Competition & the Raft        
vRace (Disney vs Marvel) – Port Laing Beach 

Wednesday 12th June (6.30pm):  Children’s Running & Cycling Races – Community             
vCentre 

                                    (7.00pm):  Adult’s Bridge Race  – Community Centre 

Thursday 13th June (6.30pm):  Football & Netball – Community Centre 

Friday 14th June (6.30pm):   Scavenger – Treasure Hunt - Community Centre 

Saturday 15th June (noon):  Gala Procession – Town Pier  

On Gala Day the procession of the King and Queen will start at the pier at 12 
noon, followed by the Disney vs Marvel procession up the Brae and along 
Brock Street to the community centre playing fields. Be sure to come out and 
wave or join in!   There’s a price for the best Disney vs Marvel decorated 
house.   

We’ve got some fab activities planned for young and not so young – so come 
along and enjoy!  The fabulous tea ladies will be offering a tempting array of 
cakes and biscuits – and tea funnily enough (contributions much appreciated). 
There will be other refreshments available and the children’s lunch bags, have 
been kindly donated this year by The Doubletree Hilton at Queensferry Cross-
ing.   

Wrist bands will be distributed to children in the village, via the Primary School 
and nursery – which will give them a lunch bag and access to all the inflata-
bles and entertainment at the Gala Day.  If you would like to buy any addition-
al vouchers for children attending, who don’t live in the village – please con-
tact us via the email address at the end of the article.   

If anyone has any trophies or shields hidden somewhere in their house or 
shed – please let us know.    

The North Queensferry Gala has been an integral part of community for many 
years – stretching back to the 1950s and last year we unfortunately didn’t 
have the support to run it.  This is a great Village tradition that needs the Vil-
lage’s support to keep it going, through local fundraising activities and the 
support of volunteers.  Thanks again to all the Friends of the Gala who have 
offered support – we’ll be in touch and if anyone else can offer any assistance 
during the week then please get in touch through the email  below.   

We hope you all enjoy the Gala week activities and we can make the 2019 
Gala - the best one yet!!  

Get in touch at northqueensferrygala@hotmail.com 

http://www.ferrynews.org.uk/


Your Community Council meets 
in the Community Centre at 

7.30pm on the second Thursday 
of each month  

Everyone is welcome 

Contributions  for the next issue 

are to be with us by 

Friday 4th October 2019 

E: mary@ferrynews.org.uk 

Community Trust 

We thought it would be useful to give you a 
brief summary of what has been happening 
through the Community Trust. 

We have had a few new directors join the 
Community Trust recently which is very helpful 
(David Neil, Jim George, Freda Allan, 
Vanessa McCorquodale). 

There are a few things on the go at the West 
Bay Marina :  

1)    The installation of public toilets / meeting 
space is progressing, although not as quickly 
as we might wish and is expected to be in a 
couple of stages with a temporary installation 
(which would have all the final ground works, 
sewage pumping, power etc), with a much 
later second phase of a new multi-purpose 
permanent building. 

2)    It is proposed that there will be storage 
containers, and a storage container work-
shop, in the yard area where the entrance to 
the railway tunnel was – these will be availa-
ble for hire. 

3)    The Defibrillator has now been installed 
near the existing workshop 

4)    The harbour volunteers have also been 
refurbishing the benches and will be in-
stalling a new one 

5)    The repair of the holes in the sea wall by 
the workshop is proving problematic but is 
still something we are working to get re-
paired 

The playpark at the Town Pier is covered sep-
arately in the newsletter but the Community 
Trust was the umbrella that existed to help this 
project on its way. 

 We are always keen to hear of new projects 
or suggestions that the Community Trust can 
support. 

Thanks, and there is always information on the 
web page   http://www.nqcommunitytrust.org.uk/ 

Patient Participation Group

(PPG) (Inverkeithing Medical Group) 

Do you suffer from a muscle or joint prob-
lem? 

The NHS provides self referral help for those 
suffering muscle or joint problems. You can 
obtain advice and selfcare information by…… 

• Phoning the Musculoskeletal (MSK) 
Advice and Triage Service on 0800 
917 9390. The lines are open Monday 
to Friday 9am till 5pm. You can speak 
to trained advisors who will direct you 
to key advice to help you. (You must 
be over 16 to use this service) 

• Visiting www.nhsinform.scot/msk 

• Downloading the “MSK Help” app 
free from the app stores 

If you have comments or suggestions for the 
PPG group, please contact us by leaving a 
note in the suggestions box at the surgery or 
emailing on fife-uhb.img@nhs.net. (Please do 
not use this email for medical matters.) 

Following the success of our Easter “Messy 
Church”, we intend to hold a BBQ with games 
and crafts on Sunday 25 August at 4pm at 
North Queensferry Church. Bring a grown-up 
(Dads especially to help with games and 
BBQ !!!) 

mailto:mary@ferrynews.co.uk
http://www.nqcommunitytrust.org.uk/
http://www.nhsinform.scot/msk
mailto:fife-uhb.img@nhs.net


Community Council 

Defibrillators will be operational soon at Bat-
tery Road Bus Stop, West Bay Marina and lat-
er, at the Community Centre.  Some training is 
due to be organised.   

The Edinburgh Airport Flight Path Consultation 
is about to recommence and we will be closely 
involved with this to minimise the impact of 
new flight paths on our Community.    

Traffic issues continue at Pierhead with some 
anti social behaviour by drivers and arbitrary 
abandonment of vehicles...  Efforts are being 
made to improve signage to direct visitors cars 
to the Battery Road car park.  A Residents On-
ly Zone is costly to implement and difficult  to 
enforce.  On Brock Street, measures are pro-
posed to improve parking, two of our Ward 
Councillors will consult on this. 

The Setts at the War Memorial  and on Main 
Street are due to be repaired in September – 
this will require a temporary road closure. 

We understand that Fife Council has money to 
reinstate a public toilet at Battery Road but 
now the running costs have to be found.  We 
are keeping up pressure on this issue, given 
the number of visitors to the village.   

The Albert Hotel is at present blight on the vil-
lage and efforts are being made to contact the 
leaseholder and the owner to improve the ap-
pearance of the building – and encourage reo-
pening. 

We recently investigated the issue of ticks and 
established that deer are not to blame for the 
presence of ticks.  Warmer weather conditions 
has increased numbers.  There are no natural 
predators and anything on legs – moves them 
around.  Be careful to remove any ticks: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/insect-bites-and
-stings/treatment/ using a tick removal tool – 
available at the pharmacy.  Lyme disease is 
not present in this area but be aware of the 
symptoms:  https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/
lyme-disease/ 

Beach cleaning goes on throughout the 
year.  With corporate groups eg, Amey and 
campaign groups such as Marine Conserva-
tion Society and FIDRA we are able to involve 
a larger number of volunteers.  But there is an 
ongoing effort by individuals from within and 
outwith the village.  If you require bags or litter 
pickers please contact us.   

The planting on The Brae and various planters 
are maintained by our small Floral Enhance-
ment Team.  If you can help please con-
tact.  The slope above the well is due to be 
landscaped by Fife Council.   

Community Council meetings are at 1930 
Thursdays 13 June / 11 July / 12 September 
North Queensferry Community Centre. All 
Welcome 

 

Village Show 

The Village show will be taking place on Sat-
urday 7

th
 September with the usual range of 

classes including produce, home crafts, floral 
art, photography and baking.  This year you 
are invited to make Twiddle Muffs and/or 
Peace Pals which can be donated to various 
charities.  Patterns for these can be found 
online at www.pinterest.co.uk. and 
www.knitting4peace.org.  Exhibits can be de-
livered to the Community Centre on Friday 
6th between 7.00 and 8.00pm and on the 
Saturday morning between 9.00 and 
10.30am.   

The show will open to the public at 2.00pm 
and there will be the usual sales tables, com-
petitions, raffle, auction ..... and much, much 
more.  It will culminate with the Prize Giving 
at 3.20 followed by the auction at 3.30 and 
finishing with the raffle. 

    Admission: £1 child - £2 adult - £4 family 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/insect-bites-and-stings/treatment/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/insect-bites-and-stings/treatment/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/lyme-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/lyme-disease/


We are four Inverkeithing High Schools pupils 
from North Queensferry who have signed up 
to a four-week trip to Cambodia in early Sum-
mer 2020.  This is to be organised by a not-for
-profit organisation which specialises in such 
trips.  It is centred on voluntary work in a local 
community under the leadership of local work-
ers, trekking in the jungle and immersion in 
the Cambodian culture.  The projects are in-
tended to deliver transformative change in 
those local settings – help with local educa-
tion, housing, healthcare and sanitation, food 
and water initiatives or environmental protec-
tion.  We will be working with students from 
elsewhere in the UK and further afield. It really 
is a once in a lifetime opportunity.    

Part of the challenge is to fundraise a signifi-
cant sum of money to help cover the cost of 
the trip, without which we won’t be able to go.  
We will all be working hard over the coming 
months on that fundraising, and some of that 
will be locally here in North Queensferry.  We 
would really appreciate your support.  If you 
want to get in touch to find out more or to offer 
any help, we’d love to hear from you.  In the 

first instance you can contact us at el-
liemcgregor7@gmail.com, or speak to any 
one of us individually.  
We will likely do some of our fundraising to-
gether but also as individuals, or in twos and 
threes.  As a first fundraiser, Louis is offering 
to cook a two-course meal in the homes of 
North Queensferry residents in exchange for a 
donation.  His dad Martin will come along as 
his sous-chef and kitchen porter.  Louis has 
boundless gastronomic enthusiasm and ex-
tensive cooking experience not least from his 
part-time job in The Wee Restaurant.  If you 
are interested in your own private chef experi-
ence, please contact Louis at lfjud-
dy2004@gmail.com.  
His mum Ali used to supply cakes to Rankin’s 
and is also baking cakes and making tablet for 
the cause.  If you would like to commission 
cake Ali can be contacted at ali-
judd@tiscali.co.uk. 

Thank you in anticipation of your support! 

Beth Lindsay, Ellie McGregor, Hannah Taylor 
and Louis Judd 

Mobile Library 

The Mobile Library van visits every other Mon-
day at Whinneyknowe (12.25-12.55) and Inch-
colm Drive (14.10-14.40). The next dates in 
2019 are May 13th and 27th; June 10th and 
24th; July 8th and 22nd; August 5th and 19th; 
September 2nd, 16th and 30th; October 14th 
and 28th.  

The Mobile Library is carries a good selection 
of books, including books for children. As well 
as borrowing books, you can reserve books 
and collect them from the van later. The staff 
are very helpful and you can even join the li-
brary there - take your MyFife card or other ID. 

The more we use our Mobile Library, the 
greater our chances of keeping the service. 

Jog Scotland North Queensferry  

We meet every Friday morning at 09.15. 

Sessions suitable for beginners but all levels 
can be catered for. 

Meeting point North Queensferry Railway Sta-
tion. 

For further details find us on Facebook. 

VILLAGE 
COFFEE MORNING 

 
 
 

IN NORTH QUEENSFERRY CHURCH 
ON ALTERNATE WEDNESDAYS 

10:30 TO 12 NOON 
 

ALL AGES WELCOME 
 

2019 Dates as follows: 
 

 June  5 19 
 July 3 17 31 
 August 14 28 
 September 11 25 
 October 9 23 
 November 6 20 
 December 4 18 

Our Cambodia Trip – Can You Help? 

mailto:elliemcgregor7@gmail.com
mailto:elliemcgregor7@gmail.com
mailto:lfjuddy2004@gmail.com
mailto:lfjuddy2004@gmail.com
mailto:alijudd@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:alijudd@tiscali.co.uk


Ferry Birds 

January to May 2019 

 

West Bay has been the focus for many of our 
resident and wintering birds.  At least 12 shel-
ducks spent the winter there and there were 
still 2 there at the beginning of May.  The usu-
al flock of redshanks spent the winter with us.  
They have nearly all left to go to their breeding 
areas in Iceland and Northern Scotland. There 
were about 50 during the winter but I saw just 
one on the floating mooring in West Bay on 
the 8

th
 of May.  Other waders in the Bay have 

been up to 4 curlews and several oyster-
catchers.  The curlews leave to breed on 
moorland while some of the oystercatchers 
stay here to breed. Several eiders have ap-
peared and in a few weeks we can expect to 
see small balls of feathers on the water franti-
cally trying to keep up with mum! 

As happened last year the numbers of ducks 
and grebes spending the winter around the 
coast have been quite low. In previous years I 
could guarantee to see little grebes on the 
sea from the coastal path to Inverkeithing.  
This year I saw very few.  However I saw them 
throughout the winter on Kinghorn Loch so 
they are still around and maybe changing their 
routine to suit the weather we have been hav-
ing.  Other birds I have a seen occasionally 
from the coastal path or in Inverkeithing Inner 
Bay have included shelducks, mute swans, 
goldeneyes, eiders and a small flock of red-
breasted mergansers on the 24

th
 of March. 

The first sign of breeding activity amongst the 
sea birds was, of course, the fulmars on Inch-
garvie. I saw them first on the 19

th 
of January 

but they had disappeared by the next day. 
This coming and going carried on ‘til early 
February and now there are always some on 
the island and up to 4 pairs on the quarry face 
above Deep Sea World.  

The first summer visitor to be heard and seen 
was a chiffchaff.  This year my first was 
heard from the coastal path between Kinghorn 

and Kirkcaldy on the 21
st
 of March and they 

soon became common around North 
Queensferry.  The blackcaps arrived later, 
only becoming common by the middle of April. 
The other common warbler is the willow war-
bler and the north end of the village is a fa-
voured spot to hear one. 

The noisiest summer visitors have just arrived.  
Common terns were first seen flying around 
West Bay on the 6

th
 of May and several were 

perched on the first dolphin on the 10
th
. I hope 

they have a better breeding season this year. 

Other interesting sightings have included a 
peregrine falcon on the cliffs at Cruickness 
quarry on the 1

st
 of May and a raven in the 

same place at the end of April.  Yellowham-
mers have been singing from the bushes in 
the water tank field and one was on Car-
lingnose reserve at the beginning of May. If 
you get a good view of one you can appreciate 
how the yellow of their heads make them very 
difficult to see when they perch on a gorse 
bush in full flower. Any predator will have great 
difficulty working out what’s edible amongst 
the yellow flowers. 

A summer visitor to the quarry is the sand 
martin.  This bird builds nests in the waste 
material in the quarry. It digs into this creating 
a short tunnel with nest at the end.   Several 
were flying around last year’s nesting site on 
the 29

th
 of April. 

As usual a plea to leave some of your garden 
unmanaged so that the insects and other in-
vertebrates on which many of our birds de-
pend can thrive. 

John Done 

Summer Nature Walk with 

John Done... 

The summer Nature Walk will happen on Saturday 
the 19th June. 

As usual the walk will start at 10:30 from the 
War Memorial.  We expect there will be a lot to 
talk about with the full gathering of birds 
(hopefully) on show.  



The current exhibition at the station is ‘Famous Artists in North Queensferry’. The “famous” artists in-
clude Charles Martin Hardie (a former resident of North Queensferry), JW Turner and Terence Cuneo. 
They all painted iconic pictures that will be recognised by all.  See the new poster that is currently on 
display at the station. 

The “Famous Artists” exhibition is also open to local artists so if you, or someone you know, would like 
to display their work please get in touch via our email NQHTinfo@gmail.com.  Any artwork displayed 
will be located in the main meeting room which will only be open when there is a volunteer available.  If 
you wish to sell any artwork or craft then NQHT (a charity) would expect a donation to help with the up-
keep of the station. 

mailto:NQHTinfo@gmail.com


 

NQ Primary School Council is 
made up of a small group of parents.  We are 
proud of our fantastic little school and all of the 
brilliant learning opportunities the school 
brings to the children and our village. As a 
group, our aim is : 

a) to promote close co-operation and commu-
nication between parents and teachers  
b) to promote equality and fairness  
c) to study and discuss matters of mutual in-
terest relating to the education and welfare of 
pupils  
d) to engage in activities which support and 
advance the education of pupils attending the 
school  

Most recently we've been supporting pupils 
from the nursery who have had places at the 
school declined. At time of going to press, this 
has the  effect of the school classes being re-
duced to 3. We are busy working with local 
councillors, MSPs and Fife Council to explore 
how we can work together to support 
measures to grow the school and resist this 
decline in class numbers. We are also busy 
trying to improve the school garden, planning 
a science fair and fundraising events. Please 
let us know you can help us to support our 
lovely school and help continue it being a cen-
tral part of NQ life by getting involved in the 
school council.  

Sarah, Ali, Nigel and Erica  

nqparentcouncil@gmail.com 

Ps - please follow the school on twitter to find 
out what brilliant opportunities our tiny school 
gives to its pupils! If you live in the village and 
don't currently send your child to NQ school 
but would like information about doing so, 
don't hesitate to contact us or the school di-
rectly. 

Pierhead Play Park 

The Tender process is now complete and at a 
pre-award meeting back in March 2019, the 
contract was awarded to Hawthorn Heights to 
re-furbish the play park. 

The procurement of the specialist and inclu-
sive equipment is progressing, however there 
is a lengthy lead time on this and with the con-
tractors commitments to other projects, it’s un-
likely that an effective start on site would be 
before August of this year. 

On reflection, the Support Group have re-
quested that the contractor makes due allow-
ance for their summer closedown prior to the 
commencement of the works. This should 
avoid any interruption to the site work. Taking 
all these factors into account the start date 
looks like being nearer the end of August / be-
ginning of September 2019. 

Assuming there are no major issues, the 
works should be complete within 6 weeks. 

We have received confirmation that the con-
tractors welfare facilities will be housed within 
the Battery Road Car Park, and this should 
minimise traffic at the Pierhead. 

We intend to keep you updated, and certainly 
the residents local to the park will receive in-
formation, possibly in the way of flyers, on 
start dates, progress etc. 

We are encouraged by the response from lo-
cal business as we continue to build up our 
funds for the project. 

Our web site is: 

www.pierheadplayparkproject.org.uk 

68th Fife Scout Group  
(Inverkeithing)  

New Members Welcome 

Come along for a trial visit 

Beavers (6 to 8 years): Tuesdays 6.15-7.30pm 

Cubs (8 to 10 years):Thursdays 6.30-8.00pm 

Scouts (11 to 14 years): Mondays 6.30-8.30pm 

Explorer: Monday’s 8.30-10.00pm  

BP Hall, Hope Street, Inverkeithing 

Please email kevinlloyd6@msn.com with any enquiries  

mailto:nqparentcouncil@gmail.com
http://www.pierheadplayparkproject.org.uk
mailto:kevinlloyd6@msn.com



